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Upcoming Events 

----------------- 
Ed Erickson Clinic 

March 20th 

12:00 noon Pheasantview 

 

PR E S I D E N TõS  ME S S A G E  

 
 

I would like to thank everyone that attended the annual meeting at 
Brewskies (Our Sponsor).  For those that attended you might have noticed I 
have never taken parliamentary procedure classes and in fifth grade they 
kicked me off the 4H board for being a slough off. So I hope you were not 
too disappointed.  I feel we are all friends and if someone had something on 
their mind they should just share it and we could discuss it. Overall, I feel we 
got a lot accomplished and it was a success. Some of the highlights that I 
would like to talk about is the new V.P. Gary Jenson, thanks for stepping up. 
I know the vote was a close, but you pulled it off.  The website will be 
updated with all the training dates and upcoming events including the Ed 
Erickson training day at Pheasant View in Goodhue Mar. 20th at noon. This 
will be a good time and everyone is encouraged to attend. If you have a 
buddy that is thinking about joining NAVHDA, invite them along, the price for 
the training day is very reasonable. If you plan to attend please email me so 
I can get a ball-park number of how many people will be attending.  

Some things to think about for this upcoming training year is setting goals 
and have a plan. Before training days, communicate with Chapter members, 
have birds lined up, and a plan on what you want to work on. Find people 
that are training for the same test as you are, or at similar levels with their 
dog. I don't know of one person that has trained their dog to a UT level 
without help. That is what we are here for so don't be afraid to ask for help. I 
know we are going to see some good dog work this summer so I am very 
excited. See you at Pheasant View! 

Chad Dahl 
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FROM THE KITCHEN  
 

 

Submitted by Monica Redmond, LaCrosse, WI 

 

Quick and Easy Pheasant Alfredo 
Serves 4 

 

Meat from one whole pheasant, cut into bite size chunks or strips 

2 TB butter or olive oil 

1 pound pasta ï any shape 

1 jar prepared Alfredo sauce ï use one with cream as the first ingredient 

¼ cup white wine 

1 TB minced garlic, or to taste 

1 8 oz package sliced mushrooms ï any kind 

1 ï 2  cups of any of the following, or a mixture: 

 Asparagus ï cut into 1 inch pieces blanched or lightly steamed 

 Broccoli ï small florets blanched or lightly steamed  

 Frozen baby peas ï no need to thaw 

 Fresh spinach leaves, cut in half 

Salt and Pepper to taste 

Parmesan cheese to garnish 

  

Use at least a 12ò saut® pan, or shallow wok.  

 

Saute the pheasant pieces and mushrooms together in olive oil or butter over medium to medium-high heat until 

cooked through and mushrooms have released all their liquid.  

 

(Meanwhile, prepare vegetables and start pasta. You can use the boiling pasta water to blanch your broccoli or 

asparagus ï just put them in a strainer and dip into the water for 1-2 minutes until bright green and still crisp.) 

 

Remove pheasants and mushrooms from pan and set aside.  

Turn heat down to medium-low. Using the same pan, add garlic and white wine and scrape up any of the brown 

bits. Add Alfredo sauce. Turn heat up to medium.  

When sauce starts bubbling, add back in the pheasant and mushrooms. Add vegetables. Heat through and 

season with salt and pepper. Simmer until ready to serve.  

Serve over the noodles and garnish with Parmesan cheese. Goes great with red wine or a Pale Ale. Tastes even 

better the next day, if thereôs any left 

 

 

 

 

**If you have favorite recipes that you enjoy with your family and friends, please share them with our 

membership!!!  J   



March 2010- Page 3 of 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHECK IT OUT  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñLouieò owned by Monica Redmond and Pat Sake of LaCrosse, WI 

points a rooster while hunting at WOLFôS PHEASANT FARM near 

Dodge, WI. 
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CHECK IT OUT  (Conté) 
 
 
 

SOME THOUGHTS ON TRAINING, TESTING, HUNTING, AND   MENTORING  
 
At this yearôs Southern Minnesota NAVHDA chapter annual meeting a discussion was initiated by those who attended the 

NAVHDA Annual Meeting in Bloomington regarding membership retention.  It occurred to me that one of the reasons 

some folks do not continue their membership beyond the first year or two after testing in Natural Ability is that the Utility 

Test can seem too daunting for some people.  I would like to address that issue. 

 

One of the things I have noticed through the years is that when a new chapter member decides to test his/her dog at the 

utility level and begins to train for it, they seem to ñcatch the bugò and become more involved in all aspects of chapter 

functions.  So it would seem that we should encourage our new members to train for the Utility Test and mentor them as 

they train.  To that end, our chapter has decided to dedicate ourselves to mentoring our members who want to train for 

both NA and UT testing by scheduling training sessions at Etna creek which will have a focus for helping folks who are 

training for the NA or UT test.  We are planning on having more experienced chapter members at the training sessions to 

help to develop training goals and demonstrate various training techniques to accomplish those goals. Watch the 

newsletter and website for more information on that.   

 

So the question is, why train for the Utility Test?  The reasons are many and I would like to list some of them. 

 

To start with, I cannot describe how fun it is to watch someone test their dog at the utility level for the first time and see 

the excitement in their face when they pass the test.  Or, how fun it is when someone you have been helping suddenly 

realizes that they are capable of training their dog at a much higher level than they ever thought they could.  For me, that 

is my motivation for coming to training sessions and helping others train. 

 

My primary focus for acquiring a versatile hunting dog and training it using the NAVHDA methodology is to bring out 

the most natural ability my dogôs sire and dam put in to my pup and then to mold that in to an obedient, calm, successful  

hunting companion.  Training a dog to the utility level helps me accomplish that goal. 

 

How?  By implementing the structured training necessary to test at the Utility level.  Each component of the Utility Test 

requires proper exposure to the test requirements and training to perform the particular set of behaviors necessary to 

complete the task. 

 

All dogs which are properly bred for use as versatile hunting dogs will probably find and point game birds for us.  But, 

beyond that, are they going to do so in a cooperative manner?  This is where training comes in.  Training a dog to be 

steady to wing, shot and fall, to retrieve to hand, to be at the same time independent enough to complete a duck search and 

then be cooperative enough to retrieve the duck to hand, to remain steady at the blind, to walk at heel, to track a shot bird 

are the goals we are striving for.  Your local NAVHDA chapter can help you accomplish this.  And, do you know what; 

YOU ARE ABLE TO DO IT!        
All you have to do is decide you want to and begin training.  Come to training sessions.  Set goals for you and your dog.  

Watch others.  Go to tests and observe.  Volunteer at chapter events.  In short, soak it all in. 

 

By setting the goal of training a dog for the Utility Test and training for it you will be training your dog to be the most 

capable hunting partner he is able to be.  Now, not only will he successfully search, find, and point birds for you, but he 

will hold point.  He will track and retrieve shot birds and bring them to hand.  He will remain steady in the blind.  He will 

walk at heel to and from the hunting area.  He will wait at the truck until you command him to leave.  Even if you donôt 

qualify your dog at a Utility Test, you will have spent your time and efforts wisely and they will pay big dividends 

when you are hunting with your dog!    And you will have had the satisfaction of having done it yourself.  To me, that is 

so rewarding. 

 

This year we have set up a focus group to provide mentoring for those who want it for NA and UT testing. We have 

invited pro trainer Ed Erickson to provide a training seminar on Saturday, March 20
th
, for a very nominal fee for a pro 

training seminar and I would highly recommend all members to attend.  We are looking into the possibility of having a 
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chapter sponsored NAVHDA Handlerôs Clinic, either this year or next.  I would encourage and challenge all members to 

train and test their dog, become involved in the Southern Minnesota chapter by volunteering in some way, and see how 

much fun the Southern Minnesota NAVHDA chapter is. 

 

Good luck and good training.   

 

 

Gunnar 
 
 
 
 

German Shorthair Pups for Sale 
www.shootinghighkennel.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Planned Mid-March Breeding- Repeat of a Natural Ability Breeders Award! 

 
Double B's Mikki's Dream 'Mikki'  

INT CH VC Shooting Starr's Lonesome Joe MH 

X 

Double B's Viola 
NAVHDA  

UT Prize I 204 pts, NA Prize III 100 pts  

 

Whelped 5/25/03    Height 25 inches     Weight 65 lbs.     OFA    Excellent 

 

Coat Medium Dense, Medium Harsh      Bite Normal     Eyes Normal 
  

Mikki is an excellent dog in the field.  She has worked mostly upland birds but has done a great job for me on the few ducks hunts that 

I have gone on as well.  She is great with my children around the house and yard.  She spends many days riding with me on farm calls, 

just relaxing in the truck while I am out working.  But, turn her loose when it is time to and she is off like a rocket!  Her sire, Joe has 

been a blast for me to see work and train with.  He is a speedster.  Mikki has also been easy to train in limited amounts of time. 

  

INT CH VC Sharp Shooters Man in Black, MH ñCASHò 
INT CH VC SHOOTING STARRôS SHARP SHOOTER MH 

X 

INT CH VC SHARP SHOOTERS FUNKY DIVA 
NAVHDA  

Versatile Champion; UT Prize I 204 pts, NA Prize I 112 pts  

 

Whelped 1/9/05     Height 25 inches     Weight 63 lbs.     PennHIP LH .26 RH .33     

 

Coat Dense, Medium Harsh      Bite Normal     Eyes Normal  

 

Cash is from a NAVHDA Natural Ability, Utility Breeder Award Litter and 5 out of the 7 dogs from his litter are VCôs.  What more 

can you ask for from a sire?  More information about Cash can be found at www.sharpshooterskennel.com. 
 

The first litter gave us 10 fantastic dogs, both black and liver coloring.  Six tested in the NAVHDA Natural Ability and all prized with 

the lowest score of 106 points.  These dogs are hard charging in the field and curl up with you on the couch at home.  We are looking 

forward to this year when the first litter dogs run utility!  

 

Call or email me to reserve your next versatile dog!  Top Tier Kennels- Matt Dodd 507-273-0324 mcdodd01@hotmail.com 
 

http://www.shootinghighkennel.com/


March 2010- Page 6 of 11 

 

Southern Minnesota NAVHDA Meeting Minutes ï Brewskies Bar & Grill ï Utica, MN 

February 13, 2010 

 
 

Introductions by all members ï Rob Scripture VP not attending, Matt Dodd Past President not attending 

Mark Root ï Treasurerôs Report (see attached) 

Chad Dahl ï What do we need for training equipment? 

- Gunnar Kruger brought up the need for a training trailer (6ft or 8ft) 
- Gary Jensen offered his experiences with one of the Wisconsin chapters 

o Buy larger than you think 
o Who houses trailer in between training dates?  Major source of contention 
o tǊƛŎŜΚ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ŘŜŀƭΧǳǎŜŘ ƻǊ ƴŜǿ 

Angie Haas/Monica Redmond ï Handlerôs Clinic 

- Clinic explanation 
- Jamie Peterson volunteered his grounds in Waseca for clinic 
- DǊƻǳǇ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ƛƴ нлмм ς Doug Courneya 1st, Angie Haas 2nd 
- !ƴƎƛŜ Iŀŀǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ 

Angie Haas ï Where did our test evaluation go for 2010? 

- Does it go to the chapter secretary?  Vaughn Snook never received it if so. 
- ±ŀǳƎƘƴ {ƴƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƻ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ±LtΩǎ 

 Angie Haas ï 2010 August test planning 

- Scheduled for August 14th/15th  
- Block of hotel rooms have been reserved 
- Request people ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ !{!tΧȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ 
- Jeff House volunteered to be test co-coordinator with Doug Courneya 

Chad Dahl ï Test entry fees 

- Keep test entries the same as last year 
- ²ƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜΧΚ 

Chad Dahl ï Ed Erickson Seminar 

- $30/family 
- 3 hours 
- Pheasant View 
- Force-fetch, obedience, etc. 

Discussions abouté 

- Testing grounds ς Etna AMA 
- Member retention 
- Centralizing training ς Etna AMA 

Committee was made to discuss training topics and/or structure 

- Gunnar Kruger 
- Angie Haas 
- Monica Redmond 
- Bill Schultz 
- These individuals will supply secretary with minutes 
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Meeting Minutes Conté 

 

Training  

- 5ŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 9ǘƴŀ /ǊŜŜƪ !a! ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΧƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ part of the chapter though members 
ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎΧōƛǊŘǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

o April 10th 
o April 25th 
o May 8th 
o May 23rd 
o June 12th 
o June 27th 
o July 10th 
o July 25th 

- Jamie Peterson Grounds in Waseca 
o 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month (April to July) 
o 3rd Saturday of each month (April to July) 

- 5ŀǾŜ Cŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀǎ άǇŜǊƳƛǘέ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΧ±ŀǳƎƘƴ {ƴƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 
Florida 

- Monica Redmond will inform chapter president on available informal training days for Bassett Grounds 
- [ŀCŀǊƎŜ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΧ!ǳƎǳǎǘ мst (Dick Jensen in charge here) 
- August test training days (7th/8 th) 
- August test (14th/15th)  
- Pheasant View grounds will need to be discussed with Matt Dodd 
- weekend of May 22-23.  Approved Handler Clinic 

Angie Haas ï Embroideryéhats, shirts, t-shirts 

- It was decided to allow $400 of chapter cash to be used to purchase an assortment of clothing items to 
ǎŜƭƭΧ/ƘŀŘ 5ŀƘƭ мst, Vaughn Snook 2nd 

- !ƴƎƛŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ±LtΩǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǎo a consensus can be made on what specific items should be made 
and purchased 

Angie Haas ï Octoberfest buttons fund raiser 

- $500 was raised by Monica Redmond and Angie Haas! 
- There is an opportunity for chapter members to bar tend at the next Octoberfest for donation to chapter 

o Dahl family and Kruger family volunteered 
Chad Dahl ï training bird talk 

- Angie Haas has source for quail, chukars, and pheasants 
- Training committee would decide when, where, how training birds would be obtained for formal training 

days 
Training committee met after adjournment of chapter meeting 

 

Matt Dodd ï emailed on Feb 23éòPheasant View-Wednesday after 3 pm grounds can be used starting April 21. Please 

contact Matt Dodd if you plan on attending so he can let Pheasant View know how many people to expect 507 273 0324 

mcdodd01@hotmail.com. 
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Meeting Minutes Conté 

2009 Treasurers Report 

Southern Minnesota Chapter NAVHDA 

Date: February 13, 2010 

Prepared by: Mark Root ï Treasurer 

 

Beginning Balance: Feb. 2009                 $305.85 
 

Deposits 
Single membership fees (25@$30)                   $750.00 

Family membership Fees (16@$35)                   $560.00 

Sponsors: 

Brewskies             $200.00  

Autumn Breeze Kennels                       $100.00 

Octoberfest                         $385.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:25@$30
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Thank you to our Chapter Sponsors!  

Please support them whenever possible.  

 

 

 

Fantastic Homemade Pizza!!!  

 

Brewskies  Bar & Grill  
Meeting / Party Room Available  10 AM - 1 AM Monday ð Saturday, 12 Noon  - 8 PM Sundays 

 

Utica, Minnesota  

507 - 932 - 3485  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.pheasantview.com 

 

http://www.pheasantview.com/
http://www.steuartlabs.com/
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Thank you to our International sponsors!  

Please support them whenever possible.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


